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Always refer specific cases to the Allowances 

Office, AllowancesO@state.gov .  
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FAQs Office of Allowances 

 



Allowances 
    U.S.      vs.    Overseas 

 

 

 



Allowance Overview 

 

US public education 

Grades K-12 

Paid at post 

 

 



“Employees have complete freedom of 

choice to send their child to any school, 

whether at post or away...” 



“... however, if the school the child 

attends is more expensive than the 

maximum allowance, the parent is 

responsible for the extra expenses 

incurred.” 



Allowance 
Options 

At Post 

Education       

Supplemental 
Instruction 

Special 
Needs       

Home -
School 

Boarding 
Schools 

Education 
Travel 
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At-Post Allowance 

Based on “Base School”   

Use up to ceiling for other options 

Expenses covered 

Expenses not covered 



Special Needs Education 

Allowance (SNEA) 

Based on IDEA – from birth up to 
age 21 

At post $57,300 

Away from post $77,400 

Employee Consultation Service 
(ECS) must authorize and re-
approve every year 

 



Supplemental 

Instructional Allowance 

With at-post Education Allowance 

and SNEA only 

Up to $4,100 per year (11/ 2010) 

Keep child at grade level 

Gifted &Talented; Special Needs 

U.S. History 

 



Home Study 

 In lieu of at-post 

Approved curriculum  

$5,700 for K-8, $7,700 for 9-12 

$57,300 for Special Needs, if 

authorized 

 



Away-from-Post  

School in the US or abroad – 
boarding or other 

Cannot receive for US school if 
parent lives in US 

 Includes travel 

UAB 

Every post has an away from post 
allowance, but rate is not always 
higher 

  



 



 

 

 

 

 



Educational Travel 
• 1 round trip per year for dependent children 

enrolled full-time in post-secondary school up 

to age 21. (After age 21, a child can no longer be added to your 

orders, but if he/she has traveled to post on your orders before the 22nd 

birthday, he/she can continue to receive the educational travel benefit 

until turning 23).  

• See Educational Travel FAQs - 

http://aoprals.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=17

9&menu_id=81  

• Cannot be combined with any other Education 

Allowance  

http://aoprals.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=179&menu_id=81
http://aoprals.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=179&menu_id=81


Education FAQs 
http://www.state.gov/m/dghr/flo/c51517.htm#a18 

 





Contact FLO 

Room 1248, HST 

(202) 647-1076 

FLOAskEducation@state.gov 

http://www.state.gov/m/dghr/flo/ 


